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tGen Ashwanr Kumar (Retrred)
rer Adjutant General
utant General's Offrce
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o ,,Last Known Address)

N.TICE FOR DEFAMATION OF DISABLED SOLDIERS, DISABLED

e e e s

MILITARY VETERANS AND OTHER MILITARY RETIREES INCLUDING
o MY QLIENT

Take note that on behalf of my client, Lieutenant Colonel Nirgj Bakshr
Retd resrdent of- Flat No. 301 Block 3-O, A.W. H.O. Townshlp, Gurjlnder
Vlhar Greater Norda Uttar Pradesh 201 310 an-officer of the Indian Army )
wh“% was: granted dlsabrlrty pensron on retiring with a dlsablhty by the
Government of India, on his drsabrllty having been assessed at Composrte '
30% for ere I hereby rssue you the following legal notice.

That on 31St October 2019 at about 8. 30 PM you had glven an interview to -
sh. Ashlsh Singh on the Channel NEWSX. |
: \..
At, the outset before commg the merits of the matter it is stated that in the
sard lnterawew you spoke in an. |rresponsrble and abandoned manner
;-,Zabout varrous serwce subjects and issues outside ‘your purview, some of |
whrch are. only under the exclusive domain of the Government of Indra
You ;.|rrespon3|bly expressed views which are also. agamst the expressed |
‘ B ' ents of the Umon Defence Minister, statutory prowsrons and_-
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S Under Rule 21 of \the Army Rules 1954, it is an offence for a serving Army -

_: N X Oft" icer to speak to the media on any such service subject wrthout the; 7
o J’express sanctlon of the Government, and since .the interview was’

- conducted whlle you were in uniform and on date when you were in

fi service, you have not only breached and contravened the abovesaid Army
Rule but have also spoken in contravention of the statutory Iaw the law
- 'a-lald down by Courts and lntentlons of the Defence Mmrster

. In your mterwew you disparagingly spoke about dlsablllty pensuoners of

lgthe Army and persons ‘with disabilities conveying as if many such

- penswners do not deserve disability benefits. You even spoke
' dlsparaglngly about Hypertensnon ‘as if it is not even a medical condition

- and also underlrned that there should be incentive for those people who

" refire in a fit shape from the Army and not to those who retire in low

o i"f‘"medlcal category, as if any medlcal condrtlon disability, dlsease disorder

( "_7 ori mjury is ina person’s own hands. You also spoke dlsrespectfully ‘against
~persons W|th hearlng loss saying that they could get hearing aids. You also
: v»;spe '-ve*about the tax exemptron controversy for disability pensmners which

sl

ready helng looked mto by the Defence Minster and is also sub Judice

,_’_ln the hlghest court of the land. In fact, while the Defence Minister has very
- ": : f_'wrsely and sensrtlvely rlghtly stated on the floor of the House that he will
o jfensure that no beneﬂt to disabled soldiers is withdrawn, you, merely being

"?f_‘an officer of an Attached Office, had the temerlty to make - uncalled for
‘omments Wthh go agalnst the statement of the Minister handling the _

w:',,ntrre Defence Mmlstry under the Union of India and also against
»:‘dlsabrlmes that have been endorsed in Government Rules as- attrlbutable

- :."ior aggravated by stress and. stram of military service’ and affirmed: by the
"‘”*lf'l;‘-Supreme Court as such. You have clearly breached the- bar by-

”"-'v]gcontravemng and challengmg the authority of the Defence Minister.




- 5;i ,-
R the official- lndlan Army handle in which it was conveyed that officers have

o 3 medrcal
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In the past an unsrgned note by the Army Headquarters was tweeted by'

mlsused dlsablllty penSIons and the provision of ‘broad- bandlng
nsion. The. dlsablllty pension is granted after various layers of
oards held from time to time which consist of multlple doctors

dlsablhty :

and the .proceedings. of which are revrewed by many authorities and then ,
the sald pension is glven by the Government itself as per rules or as per -
Court orders. The said note coupled with surreptitiously planted figures
and data which would have not been issued without your endorsement

- smce you were handlrng the subject belng the Adjutant General ‘has not-
only put dlsabled veterans to ridicule but has also shamed the Government. |
| of India WhtCh glves dlsabllrty pension on its own as per rules to various

retrrees and has also been contemptuous to Court orders. In fact, “broad-
bandlng was granted by the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in the Three
Judges Bench decrsron of Union of India Versus Ram Avtar (Crvrl Appeal
418 of 2012) and by talklng of it disrespectfully, you and/or the branch ,
functronlng under you have shown utmost disregard to the highest Court of
thev'_""‘ﬂ‘nd By your utterances you have also shown utter disregard to all the
past Adjutant Generals .and Chiefs of Army Staff who steadfastly stood -
behrnd dlsabled veterans and tried to ensure a better quality of life for their
troops and to bring the rising dlsabllltles to a lower level but at the same .
tlme guaranteemg disability pensrons to disabled troops. You have
attempted to undo what the senior military predecessors have attempted
srnCe mdependence You.have also given an impression as if disabled
soldlers ‘beg or ‘ask’ for disabilities when the real posmon is that the
Government rtself nghtly grants disability pension to dlsabled personnel ’

‘ and thOSe whose claims are rejected are given a right to file two

= admlnlstratlve appeals and if still not satisfied, approach judicial forums for

rellef as per exrstmg judgements The same system is followed in other
A, {s_: as is known to my client. Rising" drsabllmes in all Armies of the
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- world is a challenge but nowhere have disabled soldiers been shamed as |t-
has been done in the mstance case.

7 'ln'the 'interview you also’ spoke of bringing about a “Code of Conduct” for
veterans Wthh is an illegal supposrtlon since retlrees are not bound by
servrce rules and those who run foul of the law or are convucted under the

v " IPC for offences mvolvmg moral turpltude are already covered under the

o penSIon regulatlons for requisite action. By talking of such-an illegal theory
k | you have malrgned the |mage of all mllltary retrrees as if they are meant_{o o

S e follow your dictates or that they are not indulging in respectable behavnour

\ = in_civil llfe Rather than speakmg of the problems of soldiers, mrlltary

- : veterans and thelr famllles and the burgeoning. deﬂcrencres by the system,

' |nclud|ng pay. and pensuon anomalies, lack of medical care and medicines
"in ‘the Ex-Servrcemen Contributory Health Scheme efc, you opted to
‘ denlgrate your own mrlrtary comrades by your uncalled for utterances

3

N 7 Your mtervnew has caused great damage to my cllents reputation as a
- ret' ed soldler and dlsablllty pensioner, in his family and frrends and known
.circles and has brought down his prestige whereby persons have started
saylng that disabled soldiers are known to. have “fake disabilities’ as. per
the utterances ‘of their own senior military leadershlp Various people are
also doubtlng the very DNA of soldiering on your comment on “Code of
Conduct" Multlple messages-on social media and personal jibes have left
my \clrent with no other optron but to reclaim his lost reputatlon and prestlge

by surng the person who is dlrectly responsible for the same.

. 8 ln vnew of the above, | hereby serve you a notice for defamation and
}. ‘demand a compensatlon of Rs 100,00,000/- (Rupees One Crore Only) for
thewrreparable damage caused to my client’s reputatlon as a dlsabled
sol fier, a dlsabrltty pensioner and an upright military veteran and model -
' ’--.,"T ake note that in case you issue an uncondrtronal apology duly_..
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g 'crrculated in publlc W|th|n a period of FIFTEEN DAYS from the recelpt of
’thls communrcatlon thls notice shall stand withdrawn, otherwise Iltlgatlonr .

o shall" be mstltuted in the competent Court of Law, the costs an
. conseque

ces of which you would be personally liable to bear in toto.

eep Kumar)
Advocate

.j'New Delhl- 110 011 - Please inform whether permission of the Central
* Govemment as requrred under Rule 21 of Army Rules, 1954, was taken by the -
above mentioned off icer and was the Hon’ble Raksha Mantri informed about the
'v_;'contents/subject of his' interview which cast an aspersron on the character of
‘dlsabled and.other mrhtary veterans and which also go agalnst the lssues being
pe ‘cnally oked into by the Minister hlmself Also please ensure that in case the
er had not been- granted sanction for the interview, efforts to procure the
_;same by back-datmg dccuments IS not undertaken and- requisite actlon under
L 5;;serwce rules is lnltlated ' '

'-nath Smgh

e Raksha Mantn

y ofiDefence

Block

\ ..‘elhl- 110 011 - For lnformatlon Only.




